
Pastor’s Message 
 

For the ancient ones, fire, is one of the 

markers which signifies us as human 

beings.  For thousands of years hu-

mans have gathered around the 

warmth of a fire, for cooking meals, 

for sharing stories, for roasting 

marshmallows, for singing songs, sil-

ly songs and faith songs.  Fire is pro-

tection, as well as light and communi-

ty. 
 

Many passages in scripture describe 

fire as God.  Moses encounters God in 

the burning bush.  The people of Isra-

el are led by a pillar of fire by night 

through the wilderness.  Through fire 

Israelites presented their burnt offer-

ings to God as a form of worship.  At 

Pentecost, fire appeared on the fore-

head of each believer. 
 

Fire is also a sign of God’s judgment.  

The angel in the garden of Eden hides 

the tree of life from humanity with a 

sword of fire.  And for John the Bap-

tist, the refining fire of God will con-

sume the chaff.  When we think of 

fire, we think of God! 
 

On Sunday, June 9th, we will again 

hear the Pentecost story of tongues of 

fire resting on each of the believers.  

This fire transformed and empow-

ered the believers to speak, act and 

share.  Throughout the Acts of the 

Apostles, we read how members of 

the new community were “filled with 

the Spirit” to move and to act in cer-

tain ways.   
 

The new community gathered togeth-

er and devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread and prayers.  

They experienced awe, shared all 

things in common, ate together with 

glad and generous hearts.   
 

As we continue to gather week after 

week to hear the stories of God’s 

work in the world, we hear how God 

sets his people free, how God em-

powers us to serve others and our 

community.  We are a continuation of 

the new community established after 

Jesus’ death and resurrection.   
 

We are the ones, the new community 

in this time and place, who light a fire 

to spread God’s word and work in 

the world.  The many hours of time 

and talent each of you spend serving 

this congregation is amazing!  On 

Pentecost Sunday we will give thanks 

for you and your spiritual gifts 

shared with this faith community and 

the wider community beyond our 

church doors.  When the Spirit sends 

us out to serve, we are like flames of 

fire spreading the good news.   
 

This Pentecost season, when we think 

of fire, we think of God!  
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If you find yourself out of 

town this summer on Sun-

days consider Simply Giving.  

Through this offering pro-

gram you will never miss the 

opportunity to give to the 

congregation’s ministries 

even when you are gone for 

the weekend.  Simply Giving 

forms are available in the nar-

thex or from the office.   
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First Lutheran Church 

3939 Cheyenne Blvd 

Sioux City, IA  51104 
 

Office Phone:  712-239-3942 

Website:  https://www.firstlutheransc.org  
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     Pastor Kristine Stedje 

            flcpastor3939@gmail.com 

            612-408-6692 
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First Lutheran Church Council 
     Jim Lippke, President 
 jlippke@cableone.net 

 712-239-4024, 712-898-0140 

     Alison Hertenstein, Vice President 
         alison.hertenstein@hintonschool.com 

 712-223-1364 

     Enola Peters, Secretary 
            epeters@cableone.net 

              712-258-5210  
     Nate Frein, Treasurer 
 freinnate@gmail.com 

 712-330-5745 

     Chris Taylor, Worship and Music 
 rtrtaylorview@aol.com 

 712-574-9111 

     Tom Bertram, Operations 
 Ttbertram@adi701.com 

 712-258-7066 

     Julie Thiele, Faith Formation 
 teesfive@gmail.com 

 712-898-0190 

     Jennifer Denne, Youth and Recreation 
 jenndenne@yahoo.com 

 712-239-4935, 712-251-3069 

     Candy Johnson, Mission 
 jgary706@aol.com 
 712-251-9411 
     Lori McClaren, Mission 
 lori@northeast.edu 

 712-253-2322 

Worship Pattern for the Summer 
 

From Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day weekend we enter 

into the glorious days of summer.  During worship, in the time 

after Pentecost, we will spend the summer months working our 

way through scenes from the Gospel of Luke including Jesus 

healing the centurion’s slave, a widow’s son will be raised, for-

giveness is given to a scandalous woman and a man will be liber-

ated from his demons.  Jesus will also send the seventy out to 

announce peace and to proclaim the reign of God has come near.   
 

Many of these stories are our favorites, for example the story of 

the Good Samaritan and Jesus in the home of Mary and Martha.  

And throughout our readings Jesus will be healing and curing 

the sick and suffering. There will be stories of healing, for-

giveness and new life.   
 

Who doesn’t love a good story.  As children our bedtime stories 

were especially vivid.  Jesus knew that and so he told stories 

about mustard seeds and barns, treasures and foxes and birds.  

This summer we have a variety of good stories to share about 

Jesus the storyteller.  Come join us for worship! 

SUMMER CHOIR OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Throughout the summer months we will feature special music in 

our worship services.  If you would like to share your gift of mu-

sic, please be in touch with Pastor Kristine. 
 

Last summer musicians were invited to join a “pickup” choir.  

This choir meets on the Sunday morning they will sing.  Whoev-

er comes on that day is part of the choir, young and old are en-

couraged to come and sing.   
 

Our first summer “pickup” choir will be held on Sunday, June 

30.  Gather at 9 am in the sanctuary for rehearsal, we will pre-

pare and sing for worship. 

https://www.firstlutheransc.org/
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - TRANSFORMING COMMUNITY 
 

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School to be held at First Luther-

an, June 23-27, 2019.  Children entering grades 1 - 6 are welcome.  All 

ELCA Siouxland congregations are invited to attend.  Lutheran Lakeside 

Camp Counselors will serve as leaders.  Watch for details in the bulletin 

and on our website for ways you can be involved.  We will need greeters, 

helpers, snack makers, cookie bakers, and more!    We will also be collect-

ing items for craft making.  Stay tuned! 

FIRST LUTHERAN WEBSITE 
 

Have you checked out our newly 

redesigned website?  Go take a look 

at www.firstlutheransc.org and pro-

vide us with your feedback.  Thanks! 

FLC Property Progress  
 

Warmer weather is allowing some much needed repairs and improvements around the First Lutheran 

Church facilities.  First, and probably the most exciting are the repairs to outside cooling units.  While we 

have two outside cooling units, we have only been able to use one of them for over 10 years.  As you are well 

aware, this unit has struggled to keep up in hot weather and previous repair estimates have prevented us 

from making these repairs.  One interesting note is that one unit is larger than the other.  We have been oper-

ating on the smaller of the two units.  Keith with Dunwell, who has recently been handling our HVAC re-

pairs, tested and reported back that there are actually two compressors in the idle unit and that while one is 

beyond repair, the other was still in working order and after a leak test revealed that there was only one Fre-

on leak in the system, council voted to proceed with the repair which cost $6,500.00 dollars.  We now have 

two working compressors heading into summer and will hopefully have a more comfortable worshiping 

building.  In addition to the air conditioning repair, Keith said the rest of our boiler system was sound and 

recommended we have an anti-corrosion additive added to the system which we will move on. 
 

We also have two other upcoming projects in the near future.   
 

First, many of you may have noticed shingles laying in the drive area after one of our “pre-spring” wind 

storms and if you looked at the roof over the office and entry area you also noticed where these shingles came 

from.  Schrunk Roofing provided an estimate and worked with our insurance carrier on an estimate and in-

surance coverage.  Through their work, FLC will only have to cover the $2,500.00 deductible and council has 

approved the re-roofing of this area and replacement of fascia that has been missing due to high 

winds.  Without the insurance, the repair would be over $14,000.00.    
 

Second, council made the decision last fall to switch our phone and internet provider to Long Lines, however 

we had to wait until this spring for cable to be laid.  Once installed we will have better service at a lower cost 

and will have wireless internet coverage throughout the building.  The bulk of the cost of the wireless instal-

lation is covered by the funds raised at last year’s annual picnic. 
 

A special thanks goes to Gary Johnson who has been our point man in working with these contractors. 

http://www.firstlutheransc.org
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First Lutheran Church Council Report, May 21, 2019 
 

President:  Jim Lippke   Vice President:  Alison Hertenstein 

Secretary:  Enola Peters   Treasurer:       Nate Frein 

Worship & Music: Chris Taylor   Faith Formation:    Julie Thiele 

Youth:   Jenny Denne   Mission:       Lori McClaren 

Mission:  Candy Noonan  Operations:   Tom Bertram 

   Pastor Kristine  
 

The Council of First Lutheran Church met Tuesday, May 21, 2019.  The highlights of the meeting were as 

follows: 

 

 Council continues to read and discuss the book Ask, Thank and Tell. 

 The financial report was very favorable.   

 Pastor Kristine thanked the congregation and council for supporting her attendance at her recent contin-

uing education.  Another "Working Together" session will be held at St. John's on June 1st.  The Execu-

tive Committee,  Pastor Kristine, the Faith Formation chair, and Carla Flores have been asked to attend 

this meeting if possible.  The rekeying project update was given.  The cost will be approximately $300 

and we have had a congregation member step up to offer to pay the expense of rekeying.   The congrega-

tion will be notified when the project is going to occur.   

 The cooling unit has been fixed and is operating just fine.  Discussion will happen in the next  few weeks 

regarding  the placement of a fence around the unit for protection against damage.   

 Schrunk Roofing has given a bid for our roof repairs which includes shingles and flashing.  The Council 

voted on a motion to repair the roof at an estimated cost of $6500.  Motion was carried unanimously.   

 Brad Downing came to the Council meeting to discuss the implementation of a safety plan in the event of 

an active shooter.  Watch for more information on this plan and the education of members and ushers in 

the event of an incident.   

 The Faith Formation team asked how others want to be involved in Rally Sunday and other events.  This 

will be discussed in greater detail in July.  There are also ongoing discussions regarding the timing of 

Confirmation and the future needs of the Sunday School and youth. 

 

FLC Finance Update 
 

Needed weekly per budget $4,903.85 / for the 

month of May $19,615.40.  Actual income for May 

is $16,272.75. 

The Children’s School has not renewed 

their contract with FLC.   FLC will need 

to be thinking about how to utilize this 

nice new space! 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

Bishop Elect Lorna Halaas will be in-

stalled as the Western Iowa Synod 

Bishop on Saturday, August 17, 2019.  

The location of this worship service 

and reception has not yet been identi-

fied.  Please remember Pastor Lorna in 

prayer as she transitions into the role 

of the Bishop for Western Iowa. 
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Notes from Cindy, Director of Faith Formation  

A Spring Celebration! 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who attended our Spring Celebration “A Journey Through the Year!” 
The youth in Preschool through Grade 5 sang and talked about what they had learned during the year begin-
ning with Rally Day all the way through the last day of Sunday School. Following the program we enjoyed 
root beer floats and ice cream sundaes—we call it Sundaes on Sunday and everyone loved having ice cream 
for breakfast! Here are a few pictures from the program. 
 

The Parish Ed Office is unstaffed during the months 
of June and July.  Cindy will be back August 1.  If you 
need to get a hold of her, please email her at 
<cindy.lippke@gmail.com>. 

REMINDER TO OUR CONFIRMATION 
STUDENTS 

All Confirmation students in Grades 6-8 need 
to complete fifteen worship notes per year.  
The year runs from September to August.  The 
forms are located in the top tray in the Narthex.  
Completed notes may be placed in the bottom 
tray. 

   THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO 
   HAS  HELPED IN ANY WAY WITH 
   OUR FAITH FORMATION   
   PROGRAMS THIS YEAR!  
   WE APPRECIATE EVERYTHING  
   YOU HAVE DONE.   
   SEE YOU IN THE FALL! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
1 
 
10:00 - 12:00 
“Working 
Together” at 
St. John  
Lutheran 
 

2 
10:00 Worship 
11:00 Coffee in FR 

3 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Co-Dep. in FR 

4 
9:00 First Blooms 
10:30 Pastor’s Text 
Study  
 
 
 
 

5  

9-12 Food Pantry  
 

11:00 Stories of Faith 
Bible Study in FR 
 

1:00 WELCA in FR 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
4:00 WW in FH 
6:30 Worship & Music 
in FR 
7:00 Boy Scouts in FH 
7:00 Co-Dep. in FR  

7 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
7:00 AA in FH 

8 
 
 

9  
10:00 Pentecost 
Worship  
11:00 Coffee in FR 
 
 

10 
Pastor’s Day Off  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 Co-Dep. in FR  
 

11 
 
10:30 Pastor’s Text 
Study 
 
 
 
6:00 House & 
Grounds 
6:30 Exec in FR 

12 
9-12 Food Pantry  
 
11:00 Stories of Faith 
Bible Study in FR 
 
 
 
 
  

13  
 
 

 
 
 
4:00 WW in FH 
 
 
7:00 Boy Scouts in FH 
7:00 Co-Dep. in FR 
  

14 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 Wedding 
Rehearsal  
 
7:00 AA in FH 

15 

 
  
3:00 Mino/
Mendenhall 
Wedding 

16 
 

10:00 Worship 
11:00 Coffee in FR 
 

17 
Pastor’s Day Off 
Carla Vacation all 
week 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Mary Circle 
7:00 Co-Dep. in FR 
 

18 
 
10:30 Pastor’s Text 
Study 
 
 
 
6:30 Council in FR 
 
 
 

19 
 9-12 Food Pantry  
 
11:00 Stories of Faith 
Bible Study in FR 
 
 
 
 
 
  

20 
 

12:30 Rachel Circle 
 
 
 
4:00 WW in FH 
 
 

7:00 Boy Scouts in FH 
7:00 Co-Dep. in FR 

21 
 
Contact Deadline 

 
 
  
 
 
 
7:00 AA in FH 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

23  
 

10:00 Worship  
11:00 Coffee in FR 
 
 
 

5:30 VBS Gather-
ing and Picnic  
 

30 
9:00 Pickup Choir 
Rehearsal 
10:00 Worship  
11:00 Coffee in FR 

24 
Pastor’s Day Off 

 
 
 
 
5:30 - 8:00 VBS 
 
7:00 Co-Dep in FR 
 
 

25 
 
10:30 Pastor’s Text 
Study in FR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 - 8:00 VBS 
 
 

26 
9-12 Food Pantry  
 
 
11:00 Stories of Faith 
Bible Study in FR 
 
1:00 Lydia Circle 
 
 
5:30 - 8:00 VBS 

27 
 
 
 
 
4:00 WW in FH 
 
 

5:30 - 7:00 VBS 
7:00 - 8:00 VBS  
Program 

 

7:00 Boy Scouts in FH 
7:00 Co-Dep. in FR 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 AA in FH 

29 
 
Key 
FH = Fellow-
ship Hall 
FR = Fireside 
Room 
YR = Youth 
Room 
CR = Choir 
Room 
SS = Sunday 
School Room 

 June 2019 
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ASSISTING ON SUNDAY MORNING 
 June 2 June 9 June 16 June 23 June 30 

Acolytes Michael Toben Jami Denne 
Jacob Simons 

Olivia Newton Jackson Lewis Ian Hertenstein 

Coffee  
Hosts 

Mary McCoy Katherine Henshaw 
Pastor Kristine 

Dorothy Goettsch Dorothy Chauncey 
Karen Tagatz 

Available 

Communion  
Assistants 

Linda Nielsen 
Dan Moore 

Jim Lippke 
Kaia Downing 

Tim and Sheila 
Geary 

Chris Taylor 
Jeanne Thune 

Bruce Miller 

Greeters Lee Knop 
Marlus Mammen 

Chuck and Jackie 
Cipperley 

David Gross 
Linda Nielsen 

Liz Draisey 
Katherine Henshaw 

Gary and Candy 
Johnson 

Layreader 
 

Mike Mahaney Jim Lippke Enola Peters Dan Moore Lisa Schenzel 

Radio Jack and Janice  
Bristow 

David and Larayne 
Olson 

Pastor Jay and  
Jennifer Denne 

Jim and Nancy 
McKenzie 

Lee and Linda  
Bobier 

Sacristan  Chris Taylor Chris Taylor Julie Thiele Kaia Downing David Gross 

HELPING IN THE HOLY FAMILY FOOD PANTRY 
June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26 July 3 

Pam Richards 
Ann Doellinger 

Katherine Henshaw 
Nadine Holst 

Dorothy Goettsch 
LaVonne Lundgren 

Orville and Roberta 
Thiele 

Ann Doellinger 
Dorothy Chauncey 

Ushers        Jay Schenzel - Captain, Larry LeClair, Joe Peters, August Schenzel  

HELP NEEDED WITH OUR FOOD BANK MISSION 
 

The first need we have is for someone with a pickup truck to go the Food Bank approximately once eve-

ry 3 - 4 weeks to pick up the order for our pantry.  The time for pick up is flexible and it does not have to 

be the same person every time. 
 

Our second need is for there to be at least three people scheduled for the food distribution day 

(Wednesday mornings) instead of two since these volunteers are now also bagging the food as well.  A 

few new faces and bodies are needed for this time! 
 

Please contact Randy Burnight at 251-4955, Candy Noonan-Johnson at 251-9411, or Carla in the office if 

you have any questions or think you might be able to help out.   

If you are unable to serve as scheduled, please find a replacement and let Carla 

know ASAP so the weekly bulletin is correct.  Thank you. 
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