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HOLY COMMUNION 

Third Sunday of Easter 
Sunday  ☩  April 18, 2021  ☩ 10:00 am 

 
Eating with the risen Christ 

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the 

disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus 

both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection 

through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE “This Joyful Eastertide” Charles Callahan 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/firstlutheransiouxcity/
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OPENING HYMN “The Night You Gave Us, God, has Ended” Verses 1, 2 & 5  
 

    
 
GREETING  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE                 “This is the Feast”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy and righteous God,  

you are the author of life,  

and you adopt us to be your children.  

Fill us with your words of life,  

that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

WELCOME AND HOSPITALITY  

  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

READING Health and forgiveness through Jesus Acts 3:12-19 

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to 

Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God 

is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 
 

 Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why 

do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him 

walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 

ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 

presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him.  
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 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer 

given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. 

To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this 

man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given 

him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 

rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that 

his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may 

be wiped out.”  
  

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Earth, Earth, Awake!” Verses 1 & 3 
This week we celebrate and remember God’s resilient yet fragile creation, Earth Day is April 22.  We 

give thanks to God for all of creation. 
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READING  The revealing of the children of God 1 John 3:1-7 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of 

our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 
 

 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 

and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 

know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been 

revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we 

will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 

he is pure. 

  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know 

that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who 

abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little 

children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just 

as he is righteous. 
  

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION              “Be Not Afraid” 
 

 
 

 

 

GOSPEL   Eating with the risen Christ Luke 24:36b-48 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to 

understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a 

mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 
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The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 

ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 

hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for 

a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had 

said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 

disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 

eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their 

presence. 

  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 

the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 

to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 

is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 

witnesses of these things.” 
 

The gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

Silence for reflection. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY “See My Hands and Feet”  

This hymn is part of the collection in our new hymnbook “All Creation Sings.”  The choir will 

introduce the hymn, please join in singing the refrain and verses when you are ready! 
 

        
 

APOSTLE CREED   

 We have been made God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.  
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit,  

we bring our prayers before God  

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
 

 Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you,  

trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
In the sanctuary or at home, sheltered in place, we wave and greet one another.  

 The peace of our risen Lord be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

As you make your way to forward to receive communion, we invite you to bring your gift of 

offering and place it in the baskets on either side of the center aisle.   

 God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
        

 
 

PREFACE 

  It is indeed right…..we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
  

“Holy, Holy, Holy”    
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Eucharistic Prayer 

Holy God….You alone are holy, You alone are God….. 

We praise you, O God.  We praise you, O God….. 

We bless you, O God.  We bless you, O God…… 

We thank you, O God.  We thank you, O God…… 
 

We proclaim the mystery of faith…. 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

Blessing, praise and thanks to you, holy God,  

through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer   

  Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to the Table 

 The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

 Come, eat and be satisfied. 
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Music during Communion       “Day of Arising” 

        
 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer     

Wellspring of joy, 

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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BLESSING   

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN “This Joyful Eastertide”  
 As the cross passes your pew, turn and face the entrance to the sanctuary for the dismissal. 
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DISMISSAL   

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “This Joyful Eastertide” Keith Kolander   
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Portions of the liturgy are from Sunday and Seasons.com, copyright 2021. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS003782.  Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship hymns, Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-730151A.   

 

 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 

 Pastor Kristine Stedje presider 

 Bruce Miller assisting minister 

 Yvonne Hazlett organist 

 Chris Taylor sacristan 

 Tyler Hagen crucifer 

 Jim Lippke reader 

 Jen Snyder, Kaia Downing hosts 

 Jane Groendyk radio broadcast 

 Randy Burnight, August Schenzel, 

 Candy Johnson, Mary McCoy April 21 food pantry volunteers 

 
Our radio broadcast today over KMNS is sponsored by Jane Groendyk in memory of Ed 

Groendyk, today would have been his birthday.  Our sincere thanks. 

 

Sunday School resumes today and continues through Sunday, May 2nd.  Children and youth 

are invited to come to learn about Jesus at 9 am in Fellowship Hall and the youth room. 

Coffee time in the Fireside Room continues!  As you are vaccinated and feel comfortable joining 

us physically distanced, gather on Thursday mornings at 10 am for catchup conversations!   

 

Life Long Confirmation (LLC) resumed on Wednesday and will continue through April 28th.   


