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Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Sunday ☩ January 24, 2021 ☩ 10:00 am 

 
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the 

implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news 

and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. 

Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the brothers 

leave everything they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE         “Will You Come and Follow Me” Michael Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/firstlutheransiouxcity/
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OPENING HYMN    “Will You Come and Follow Me”  
  Stanza one and two:  all; stanza three: women; stanza four:  men; stanza five:  all 
 

    
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation.  Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 

you search us and know us. 

You are acquainted with all our ways. 

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow 

your outward way of love. 

We distrust those who are not like us. 

We exploit the earth and its resources 

and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have done and left undone. 

Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; 

receive them in your divine mercy.  Amen. 
 

How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.  Amen. 
 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us  

and accept us in your service.  

Strengthen us by your Spirit,  

and make us worthy of your call,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
  

HOSPITALITY 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

READING Repentance at Nineveh Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will 

be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get 

the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 
 

 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to 

Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 

three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried 

out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh 

believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 

mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 

Word of God, come down to us.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 62  God alone is my rock and my salvation 
 The cantor sings the refrain, the choir and assembly repeat and sing as indicated. 
 

  
 

READING Living in the end times 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want Christians to 

live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

 Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 

who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were 

not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy 

as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had 

no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 

Word of God, come down to us.  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 

 
 

GOSPEL The calling of the disciples at the sea Mark 1:14-20 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news 

from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith. 
 

 A reading from the gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 

and believe in the good news.” 
 

  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 

a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 

make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he 

went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 

boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in 

the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

The gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore”  
 

 
    

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Let us proclaim the faith that we share: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Guided by Christ made known to the nations,  

let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

 ….let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 

dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE   
 Greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM “When a Star is Shining” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER    

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come,  

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever.  Amen. 



8 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

May the love of Jesus Christ,  

the light of the world,  

fill your hearts and illumine your path.  

Almighty God, Father,  

☩ Son, and Holy Spirit  

bless you now and forever. 
 

SENDING HYMN    “In Thee Is Gladness” 
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DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Your light has come.   

 Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Holy Manna” Wilbur Held 
      

Portions of the liturgy are from Sunday and Seasons.com, copyright 2021. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License CCLI SAS003782.  Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship hymns, Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-730151A.  

 

 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 
 

 Pastor Kristine Stedje presider and preacher 

 Dan Moore assisting minister 

 Yvonne Hazlett organist 

 Members of First Lutheran choir 

 Ben and Alison Hertenstein sound and media technician 

 Craig and Sandie LaMaster radio broadcast 

 

 Randy Burnight, August Schenzel, 

 Katherine Henshaw, Dorothy Chauncey January 27 food pantry volunteers 

 
Communication Meeting, today following worship  

Join First Lutheran Congregation Council members as they provide an update on what has been 

happening at First and plans for the future of the congregation.  Following worship today, we 

will broadcast a Facebook livestream.  Information for attending our upcoming Annual Meeting 

on Sunday, February 7th, will be discussed.  Plans for returning to in-person worship will be 

provided.  We hope you will plan to join us for this informative meeting. 
  

Mark your calendars for the Annual Meeting of the congregation, Sunday, February 7, 2021 

following worship.  More information on your participation will be forthcoming in the next few 

weeks.  The annual meeting is an important aspect of our life together as a community of faith.  

Please set aside the time to join with other members and participate in shaping the future of this 

congregation. 
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Food Bank of Siouxland - Empty Bowls Event will take place on Friday, Feb. 5, 2021 at 7 PM 
 

The virtual program will include a "Mystery Basket Cooking Competition", a tour of their 

facility, and words of inspiration from the community.   
 

The program will be available on their Facebook page and the auction will take place at: 
 

https://one.bidpal.net.emptybowls 
 

The auction will open on January 27th. 
 

Visit https://one.bidpal.net/emptybowls for more information! 

 

2021 giving envelopes are ready for you to pick up in the office.  If you cannot pickup during 

office hours please call the office.   
 

2021 dates available to sponsor a radio broadcast.  Please call the church office to reserve 

between 9 – 1 pm Monday through Friday. 
 

Needed weekly per budget $5,442.31 / for the month of January $27,211.55.  As of 1/18 income is 

$17,732.00.   

  
 

 

First Lutheran Church 

3939 Cheyenne Blvd 

Sioux City, Iowa 51104 

712 239 3942 

www.firstlutheransc.org 
 

Mission and Vision 

We are a Christian community  

called by God to respond to God’s gift of grace  

as servants to the world. 
 

Pastor Kristine Stedje 

Flcpastor3939@gmail.com 
 

Carla Flores 

firstlutheransecretary3939@gmail.com 

https://one.bidpal.net.emptybowls/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fone.bidpal.net%2Femptybowls%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR35Is2CkquWmI2JTVLTwdKstkbSSa6b7ppTrSgV8JI1P_jgqtM_xeLTsFo&h=AT1S-dJcwMnZIsmuSFnkkTDsC-PJWN8Iva_x0QsI47SXeIbLDFsaEHdAAt-oCtANgoamPVm8yUo9fDAEAtjtLtqPc3w-mngf_InIo_GHfOc2bJ4sVqe8Pfpw84CBY_BxVe3H&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3X72K05GjbFbxiFFshUSyOpUdLhCLFo-SJZXtPu4Lr1P7TSPnx-uhACY2J_8MPn73h8_MsrPYQxHU1J2VPcrA6P5NAXD2F8uBlBE-NUwxvoMtdfmUFGjFaESb2ZHED_iy0PUVGdYbbIpwcRl0K-CI5qGSCjUvy3pyz7MYxqnu2bc3Akgb1IeBk3OgnOuU_q0FAK44
mailto:Flcpastor3939@gmail.com
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